The Bloody Assize
history, 1719, which he says he heard from a " brave (sic)
officer of the Blues" to the effect that a fair Royalist maiden
of Bridgwater had made her way to the camp to warn them
of the attack, but that she was seized by the officers and
maltreated. The brave officer told the Bishop that he saw her
depart in an agony of distress, but he does not seem to have
offered her any assistance. Stories of this kind, twenty years
after the event, are scarce worth retailing, and had the girl
given any information to an officer some notice would have
been taken of it. If the story had been related by Mr
Tutchin of the dissenting churches in The Western Marty"
ology it would have been indignantly denied. But the
episcopal repetition of the slander has given it an historical
flavour. There is, indeed, no evidence that anyone turned
traitor or that the Royalist troops had the least notion what
was in store for them. Rumours reached Bridgwater, it is
true, that the men in camp were drinking and revelling, but
whether anything excessive of this kind was being indulged
in is very doubtful.
One eye-witness, a soldier in the Royal camp who gives
a good account of the battle, says that on Sunday night at
eleven o'clock Lord Feversham " rid through our camp
visiting the centreys together with the guard and out-
guards." The Royalist forces are stated to have been 14
troops of horse and dragoons, 700 men in all, and 34 com-
panies of foot, about 2100. The artillery was 16 guns under
Mr Shere assisted by " Old Patch," as the men called Dr
Mews, the soldier Bishop of Winchester who had accom-
panied the army from Farnham Castle. There were under
3000 regulars in all and 1500 militia camped in the rear at
Middlezoy and Othery. They could not be trusted to
fight their county-fellows, and if Monmouth had made a
success would probably have joined the rebels at once and
killed their officers.
On Monmouth's side there were Lord Grey's horse
numbering 600 and five battalions of foot, numbering 3500
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